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1992 Gordon Research Conference on
Physical Electrochemistry

ONR Grant No. N00014-92-J-1493

The Gordon Research Conference on Physical Electrochemistry was held from
August 3-7, 1992 at the Colby Sawyer School in New London, New Hampshire. There
were approximately sixty participants, including representatives from Denmark, Japan,
Great Britain, Spain and France. In addition, about twenty percent of the participants
w.zre from industry or government laboratories. Moreover, there was a significant
number of young scientists including assistant professors, post-doctoral associates and
graduate students. The above mentioned aspects gave the conference a close-knit
ambiance, while maintaining a great deal of diversity.

The program combined researchers in the mainstream of electrochemistry, as well
as individuals, who, while not electrochemists, work in areas of relevance to the study
and understanding of electrochemical phenomena. The choice of speakers represented a
combination of established researchers as well as some younger investigators. This mix
gave the conference a sense of what is of current relevance as well as what areas will be
forthcoming. The main themes covered in the program (a copy of the program is
included) were:

1. The use of scanned probe microscopies to the study of electrochemical
phenomena with emphasis on STM and AFM.

2. Spectroscopiý.,techniques in the study of electrochemical interfaces with
emphasis oq synchrotron radiation

3. Theoretical aspects of the structure of water next to surfaces, electron transfer
and superconductivity and their relation to electrochemical phenomena

4. Studies on Langmuir-Blodgett and self-assembling monolayers.

5. Recent developments in electrocrystallization and electrosynthesis.

We deliberately chose to have a smaller number (18) of speakers than is typically
encountered in most Gordon Research Conferences in order to allow them sufficient time
to present and develop a general theme of the research as well as to be able to present
their most recent work in detail. This allowed for the presentation and thorough
discussion of the most recent work in the above-mentioned areas.

The discussion sessions were the best that I have ever seen in any Gordon-
Conference. They typically averaged close to one hour per talk and, in some J.
extended well beyond an hour and into the night. The discussions were broad basedI -. " ,
many participants being involved.

There was a poster session with approximately 20 contributions. It was generally
felt that the posters were of very high quality and that there was ample time for . -.
participants to study and discuss them. -.

In general, the conferees, felt that this was a very successful and enriching
conference that was well worth attending.
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